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FREERIDE INFORMATION & GUIDELINES
BRITISH FIS LICENCE HOLDERS 2026 - 2027

Please read the following information carefully so that you are familiar with GB
Snowsport (“GBS”) processes. For more detailed information around the Freeride
international competition rules and Freeride World Tour (“FWT”), refer to the FWT
Riders Rulebook which is published on the FIS website.

1. RESPONSIBILITIES

In taking out a FIS licence you have agreed to certain obligations, which are
mandatory for participation in FIS competitions. These include:

a) Signing of the FIS Waiver (Athlete's Declaration) - an acknowledgement of the
risks that can exist in competitive skiing.

b) Completion of Certificate of Health medical declaration form by a qualified
medical practitioner which certifies that the athlete has had an appropriate
evaluation of their medical health, and agreement that you will inform GBS
should any change to your health occur during the season.

c) Agreement that you will always be covered with necessary, valid medical
insurance for racing (at least £1,000,000).

Your club affiliation to your Home Nation provides you with £1M public liability
cover for racers who are resident in the UK (Snowsport England also provide
the same cover to those residing outside the UK)

d) Agreement that you will abide by FIS policy relating to Drugs and Doping.

e) Reading and understanding the FIS Rules.

f) Agreement to the GBS Refund Policy for FIS Licence Holders

g) Agreement to GBS FIS Licence Code of Conduct

All policies can be found under Governance in the Policies and Minutes section of the
GBS website under Forms and Guidelines.

2.COMPETITION PROGRAMMES, RESULTS & SEEDING

The FIS calendar, containing listings of international events throughout the season, can
be found on the FIS website - https://www.fis-ski.com/ There is also a FIS “app” which
is available for download free of charge. Results are posted within the events on the
FIS calendar after competitions have taken place. The FIS website/app offers live timing
for most events on the FIS calendar.

Currently, Freeride seeding lists are published on the FWT website. The Freeride
seeding list is formulated by a rider’s best 3 results


https://assets.fis-ski.com/f/252177/x/9a69be1f38/2026-fwt-riders-rulebook-fis_final_public.pdf
https://assets.fis-ski.com/f/252177/x/9a69be1f38/2026-fwt-riders-rulebook-fis_final_public.pdf
https://gbsnowsport.com/policies/
https://www.fis-ski.com/
https://www.freerideworldtour.com/qualifier/seeding-list/
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over the previous 52 weeks. All results from Junior, Qualifier, Challenger and Pro
Series feed into the global seeding list.

3.COMPETITION CANCELLATIONS & CHANGES

According to the FWT Pro Riders Rulebook: FWT competitions have a multiple day
weather window during which the competition can take place. A normal competition
program has the competitors arrive at D-2, has a venue inspection at D-1 and has a
competition on D-day or later in the weather window. If the weather doesn’t permit a
venue inspection at D-1, a venue inspection can be done on D-day before the
competition starts. If the weather window doesn’t look good and the only good day is
D-1 (venue inspection day), then this day could become the competition day. FWT
management may decide to move the Venue inspection day a day earlier, in this case
it would be communicated latest 4 days in advance (D-4) and riders will be asked to
arrive one day earlier for a possible venue inspection on their original arrival day.

If GBS is notified about changes or cancellations to the published programmes, GBS
will endeavour to relay this information to all entered athletes as soon as possible.

The FIS website shows all confirmed cancellations or changes to races: www.fis-
ski.com. Races have an individual codex, which can be useful to note when tracking
race cancellations or changes.

For further information on rules concerning natural vs man-made venues, closed areas
during a competition, weather rules and accident rules, you can refer to the FWT Pro
Riders Rulebook.

4. ENTRY & QUALIFICATION PROCESS

Entries to Freeride competitions are made directly between the athletes and the FWT.
Competition entry is dependent on an athlete qualifying for an event.

FWT Pro Tour (FWTP)

Riders can qualify for the FWTP via the FWT Challenger Series ranking; Or, if they
reached the final two events in the previous season (i.e. not “cut” after the first four
FWTP events). There are six events in the FWTP. After the first four events the number
of riders is “cut” and the best progress to the two final events.

FWT Challenger Series (FWTC)

Riders qualify for the FWTC based on their best results from the previous season (in
any event series). The FWTC ranking will be used to allocate places in the Pro Tour for
the following season. Riders who competed in the Pro Tour in the previous season, but
who did not qualify for the finals will automatically qualify for the FWTC.


https://assets.fis-ski.com/f/252177/x/9a69be1f38/2026-fwt-riders-rulebook-fis_final_public.pdf
http://www.fis-ski.com/
http://www.fis-ski.com/
https://assets.fis-ski.com/f/252177/x/9a69be1f38/2026-fwt-riders-rulebook-fis_final_public.pdf
https://assets.fis-ski.com/f/252177/x/9a69be1f38/2026-fwt-riders-rulebook-fis_final_public.pdf
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FWT Qualifier Series

Riders can apply themselves via the FWT website. The registration period is usually 6
to 4 weeks prior to the event. Riders are selected based on their ranking in previous
events (the first event it is done on a first-come first-served basis).

Entry fees may be applicable for each competition — GBS will not pay for any entry fees.
If you have any queries in relation to your competition entries, please contact Maddy at
programme@gbsnowsport.com.

Rider's Meeting Representation

Team Captains' Meetings (“TCM”) or Rider’'s Meetings will relay important information
about snow conditions, potential closed areas in the venue, access route to the start,
event schedule or potential additional mandatory safety gear (harness) etc. The TCM
is mandatory for all riders for safety reasons. The bib draw will also take place at the
first TCM of the event.

Riders who cannot attend the TCM must have a valid reason. They must announce
themselves to the organizer and make alternative arrangements for their security
briefing. If a rider fails to attend the mandatory riders meeting without valid reason, and
without informing the organiser, FWT will sanction them by deducting 200 USD from
their prize money. GBS takes no responsibility for riders being withdrawn from the start
list or fined if they are not present at the TCM.

Further information about the TCM time and location will be detailed in the event
programme.

5. REFUND POLICY

GBS operates a restricted refund policy for FIS Licences.

When athletes are selecting their FIS licence type, ensure that you meet all the
necessary criteria and requirements of the licence that is being applied for.

If an athlete makes a mistake and either applies for the wrong licence in error or does
not meet the criteria for the licence has been applied for, the athlete may as a result
be granted a licence which is of a reduced cost from the original fee paid, in this case
the difference will be refunded after deduction of administration fees of 10 percent.
Athletes have 21 days to apply for a refund for an application due to an error in
licence type.

FIS licences are non-refundable and cannot be carried over from one season to the
next in case of athlete injury during the season, or in case of an athlete deciding not to
compete. FIS licences are valid only for the season during which they were
purchased. FIS licences are non-transferrable to other athletes.

6. ABUSE OR MANIPULATION OF THE POLICY
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Athletes are not able to enter two events which are running on the same day. FIS will
penalise double entries — it is the athlete’s responsibility to ensure they do not have a
double entry. Any abuse or manipulation of the race entry process that results in other
athletes being disadvantaged (e.g., entering races but failing to start) may result in loss
of privilege, priority or even refusal by the GBS Office to enter athletes, taking part in
such abuse, in subsequent races or suspension of FIS licence. Measures under this
clause will be at the discretion of the GBS Head Coach.

FIS and GBS can obtain full listings from the FIS website of licence holders who:
* make double entries
* do not show up for events
+ do not start second run

This information will be used in the implementation of any disciplinary sanctions.

It contravenes FIS rules to enter more than one race on the same day and double
entries that we identify will not be made by GBS. It is also important that withdrawals
and cancellations should be communicated directly to GBS as quickly as possible.
Repeated breaches of these regulations, shown up by the FIS Database, will result in
disciplinary action.

Discipline & Sanctions

All FIS licence holders are expected to have read and be bound by the International Ski
Federation (FIS) rules (www.fis-ski.com), the rules of the competition entered for and
GBS FIS licence information and guidelines.

The following sanctions may be imposed by GBS:

I. Non-attendance at pre-entered races without prior notification to GBS/or race
organisers or failure to remove name from start list if not competing in an event
or failure to start second run, unless for medical reasons.

[I. Entering athletes directly at the TCM who are not listed as on the final entry
submitted to the organisers by GBS.

For the athlete

First occasion Warning
Second occasion One month suspension of licence
Third occasion Suspension of licence for remainder of season

[ll.  Making entries and then regularly making a withdrawal at short notice (possibly
preventing other licence holders from entering).

Entries will only be made for events that are not oversubscribed by British FIS
licence holders.

IV. Actions or behaviour that are considered breaches of discipline.

Suspension of licence for a period relative to the
seriousness of the incident.


http://www.fis-ski.com/
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Appeals can be made against any sanction. These should be addressed to the Board
of GBS.

7. COMPETITION EQUIPMENT & COMMERCIAL GUIDELINES

The FWT Pro Riders Rulebook details the mandatory equipment for Freeride
competition runs, and riders will not be allowed to compete if they are missing any of
the following:

= Snowboard/skis (or assimilate: Splitboard, Monoski, Telemark skis ...).

= Helmet (CE-certified, in proper condition and securely fastened)

= Back protection (it should be a CE certified protection). Backpacks with
integrated protection are not considered as valid back protections!

= Airbag backpack ready and in working order (with handle and leg/crotch strap
on + a full gas canister or full battery for electric fan airbag).

= Probe. (a metallic probe of 240cm or greater is highly recommended).

= Shovel. (a metallic shovel is highly recommended).

= Avalanche transceiver on the body, switched ON and with fresh batteries! (“3
antennas” transceiver is highly recommended).

= RECCO reflector. All riders will receive a RECCO reflector that they will have to
wear during all competitions (it is recommended to put the Recco in the boot,
between the liner and the shell, as the boot is the less likely equipment to be
teared off by an avalanche).

= Helmet-Mounted Action Camera. It is forbidden to compete with a
GoPro/action camera on a mouth mount.

Any additional required items will be communicated at the riders’ meeting or before the
start of the event.

FIS provide guidelines on its website relating to sizes and style of permissible
commercial markings on competition equipment.

Extract from FIS Rules:

2.6 Helmets and Headgear

2.6.1 Helmets and headwear may carry two commercial markings of the
manufacturer with a maximum size of 15 cm2 , one on each side, placed
above or below the ears. The front of helmets and headwear may only be used
for the emblems of national teams, and sponsors, subject to art. 2.6.2 and 2.9.

2.6.2 The front (middle) of helmets and all headwear worn in competition and
within the competition area, to include flower and prize-giving ceremonies,
interviews etc., must carry the identification of the National Association with a
minimum size of 6 cm2 .

2.6.3 Helmets and headgear worn in competition may carry the name of an
athlete. The athlete’s name with a maximum size of 20 cm2 must be placed at


https://assets.fis-ski.com/f/252177/x/9a69be1f38/2026-fwt-riders-rulebook-fis_final_public.pdf
https://assets.fis-ski.com/f/252177/245c45eda3/specifications-commercial-markings-on-equipment-2023-24.pdf
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the back of the helmet or, on the rear of a hat/headband for Cross-Country,
Nordic Combined, namely when a helmet is not worn. The athlete’s name can
only consist of the full name of the athlete in a standard font and size defined
by FIS which will be the same for all athletes (currently font Arial and size max.
20 cm?2 ).

8. ANTI-DOPING

Application of Anti-Doping Rules
The UK Anti-Doping Rules shall apply to and shall bind all Athletes and Officials under
the jurisdiction of GBS. Those to whom these Rules apply include:

¢ All Athletes and Officials who are members of, or licensed by GBS, including
all GBS Teams and GBS Squads;

¢ All Athletes and Officials participating in Events, Competitions and other
activities organised, convened, authorised or recognised by GBS;

o All Officials working with, treating or assisting an Athlete participating in a
professional or sporting capacity; and

¢ Any other Athlete or Official who, by virtue of an accreditation, membership,
licence, contractual arrangement or otherwise, is subject to the jurisdiction of
GB Snowsport for the purposes of anti-doping, whether or not such person(s)
is or are resident in the UK.

More information on UK Anti-Doping Rules and Violations can be found here (Rules)
and here (Violations).

Written Agreement Provisions

Athletes shall be deemed to have made themselves familiar with, and hereby agrees
to be bound by the UK Anti-Doping Rules and to submit to the authority of UK Anti-
Doping and any other appropriate body in the application and enforcement of those
Rules.

Disciplinary Actions

Athletes must cooperate fully with any anti-doping investigations or proceedings,
whether conducted by UK Anti-Doping or any other competent body. Failure to do so
without acceptable justification may be treated as misconduct under the Code of
Conduct.

If an Athlete commits an act of misconduct that relates to anti-doping but does not
amount to a violation of the UK Anti-Doping Rules, GBS may bring disciplinary
proceedings against that Athlete for such misconduct under Clause 6 of the Code of
Conduct.


https://www.ukad.org.uk/about/anti-doping-rules
https://www.ukad.org.uk/violations
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9. INJURIES

In case of an injury (or pregnancy), riders must immediately inform FWT and supply a
medical certificate to evidence their injury (or pregnancy). When notifying FWT of an
injury, riders can request their points to be “frozen” on the Global Seed List. It is the
responsibility of the athlete to inform FWT of their injury. Riders must also inform GBS
of their injury.

GBS and FIS take concussion injuries extremely seriously to safeguard the long-term
welfare of athletes. All FWT athletes must familiarise themselves with the 2026
Concussion Guidelines so that they can follow the correct procedures in case of a
suspected concussion.



https://assets.fis-ski.com/f/252177/x/fd5d1d6ed9/fisconcussionguidelines2026.pdf

